[Septic arthritis].
Septic arthritis (SA) is reviewed in the English literature with reference to registration of localisation of the infected joints, the bacteriological cause, predisposing factors, clinical information and laboratory data related to SA. Seventy-eight publications were available concerning 975 patients with 1086 infected joints caused by 1032 bacteria. Large joints such as the knee and hip were most frequently, however, infected, in recent years, SA in small axial joints has been reported with increased frequency. Gram-positive cocci and especially Staphylococcus aureus are most frequently the cause of infection. High temperatures, elevated sedimentation rate and leucocytosis are often noticed in SA, as is a warm, tender, swollen joint with effusion and painful movements. Investigation of the aspirated fluid from the joint for bacteria and number of leucocytes as well as CT-scanning or scintigraphy are the most important diagnostic tools. With rapid and correct antibiotic treatment the prognosis for good or excellent function of the joint is reported to be from 27-90%, while the mortality is reported as being 7-23%.